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Tips for reporting this item:

= Describe and justify the summary approach or
synthesis method used.

= |f different approaches are used for different
measurement properties, describe which approach was
used for each measurement property.

= [f statistical synthesis methods were used, reference
the software, packages, and version numbers used to
implement synthesis methods (such as metafor
(version 2.1-0) in R).

» If meta-analysis was done, specify: 1) the meta-
analysis model (fixed-effect, fixed-effects, or random-
effects) with a rationale, 2) the method used (such as
Mantel-Haenszel, inverse-variance), and 3) any
methods used to identify or quantify statistical
heterogeneity (such as visual inspection of results, a
formal statistical test for heterogeneity, heterogeneity
variance (12), inconsistency (such as 12), and prediction
intervals).

= [If a planned synthesis was not considered possible or
appropriate, report this and the reason for that decision.

Examples:

“[...] a qualitative synthesis of the evidence per
measurement property, per PROM [patient-reported
outcome measure] was constructed to come to an overall
conclusion of PROM quality. If consistent (i.e., 2 75% of the
results are either rated ‘sufficient’ or ‘insufficient’), the
results of the individual studies on measurement properties
were qualitatively summarized and again rated against the
criteria for good measurement properties. If inconsistent,
an explanation for this inconsistency was sought. When the
inconsistency remained unexplained, the overall result was
rated as ‘inconsistent’ (x). An ‘indeterminate’ (?) rating was
given when the individual results were all rated as

3

‘indeterminate’.
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See the E&E for more examples.
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More resources are available at www.prisma-cosmin.ca.
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