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BACKGROUND
• Indigenous children, including First Nations, 

Inuit and Metis, are the fastest-growing 
cohort of children in Canada and experience 
persistent health and social disparities.1

• Indigenous children report higher rates of 
end-stage organ failure and poorer outcomes 
following solid organ transplantation (SOT).2

• Call to Action 18 of the Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission (TRC) states “to 
identify and close the gaps in health 
outcomes between Aboriginal and non-
Aboriginal communities”.3

OBJECTIVE
To advance child health equity by improving 
access to and health outcomes of pediatric SOT 
among Indigenous patients and families.

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
• We have established an Advisory 

Committee comprised of 
Indigenous patients and families.

• We will engage, support, 
collaborate and empower Advisory 
Committee partners to co-lead 
research processes such that 
findings are relevant and 
meaningful to their respective 
communities.

• We are following the Wabishki 
Bizhiko Skaanj learning pathway,5
to build cultural competency and 
un/relearn ethical ways of 
researching with Indigenous 
populations.

• To CHARACTERIZE the international literature 
and identify knowledge gaps relating to access, 
survival and health outcomes (IN PROGRESS).

• To EXPLORE short- and long-term outcomes 
between Indigenous and non-Indigenous 
pediatric SOT recipients.

• To CAPTURE the experiences of Indigenous 
patients, caregivers, Elders and Knowledge 
Keepers, clinicians and health researchers.

• To SHARE research findings in a meaningful     
way and establish culturally-relevant 
recommendations to inform clinical care.

IMPACT AND FUTURE DIRECTIONS
• With a better understanding of the lives, cultures, stories and experiences of Indigenous patients and families, healthcare institutions can move 

towards improving access and care to reduce health disparities in pediatric SOT.
• Findings directly address the TRC’s Call to Action 18 and may strengthen population health database processes.
• Through a co-learning journey, we lay the ethical and relational groundwork for future phases of community-based, patient-oriented research 

to explore the unique and diverse realities of SOT for Indigenous patients, families and communities.
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GUIDING PRINCIPLES

COMMUNITY-BASED 
PARTICIPATORY RESEARCH

Recognizes the unique 
strengths that each brings

TWO-EYED SEEING4

“gift of having multiple 
perspectives”

DATA SOVEREIGNTY
OCAP – ownership, control, 

access and possession


